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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In view of the papers filed March 26, 2004, it has been found that this nonprovisional 
application, as filed, through error and without deceptive intent, improperly set forth the 
inventorship, and accordingly, this application has been corrected in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.48(a). The inventorship of this application has been changed by the addition of Leo 
Spychalla. 

The application will be forwarded to the Office of Initial Patent Examination (OIPE) for 
issuance of a corrected filing receipt, and correction of Office records to reflect the inventorship 
as corrected. 

2. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-14, drawn to a rear view mirror assembly comprising a frame, a mirror 
supported by the frame and having a first mirror section and a second mirror 
section movably coupled to the first mirror section, the second mirror section 
having an inner mirror portion adjacent the first mirror section and an outer mirror 
portion opposite the inner mirror portion; a cam mechanism supporting the outer 
mirror portion and including a mirror cam connected to the second mirror section 
and defining a first cam surface, and a frame cam connected to the frame and 
defining a second cam surface, and a linear drive mechanism supported by the 
frame and connected to the cam mechanism to move the first cam surface relative 
to the second cam surface, classified in class 359, subclass 865. 

II. Claim 15, drawn to a rear view mirror assembly comprising a frame, a mirror 
supported by the frame and having a first mirror section and a second mirror 
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section pivotally coupled to the first mirror section, the second mirror section 
having an inner mirror portion adjacent the first mirror section and an outer mirror 
portion positioned opposite the inner mirror portion; an adjustment mechanism 
supported by the frame for rotation relative to the frame; an arm connected to the 
adjustment mechanism and supporting the second mirror section, a first 
connection means for transferring rotational movement of the adjustment 
mechanism into linear movement of the arm; and a second connection means for 
transferring linear movement of the arm into pivotal movement of the arm, the 
second mirror section pivoting relative to the first mirror section in response to 
pivotal movement of the arm, classified in class 359, subclass 865. 
III. Claim 16, drawn to a method of adjusting a rear view mirror having a first mirror 
section and a second mirror section pivotally coupled to the first mirror section, 
the method comprising the acts of: rotating a screw drive relative to a frame; 
translating an arm in response to rotating the screw drive as the screw drive 
engages the arm; pivoting the arm in response to translating the arm as a first cam 
surface engages a second cam surface, and pivoting the second mirror section 
relative to the first mirror section in response to pivoting the arm, classified in 
class 359, subclass 865. 
3. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a single 
combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, each of the inventions has separate utility such as a rear 
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view assembly with the separate details of the other invention. For example, the rear view mirror 
assembly of invention I has separate utility as a rear view mirror assembly without a first 
connection means for transferring rotational movement of an adjustment mechanism into linear 
movement of an arm and a second connection means for transferring linear movement of the arm 
into pivotal movement of the arm of group II; and the rear view mirror assembly of invention II 
has separate utility as a rear view mirror assembly without a cam mechanism including a mirror 
cam connected to the second mirror section and defining a first cam surface, and a frame cam 
connected to the frame and defining a second cam surface of group I. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Inventions III and [I, II] are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case, the 
process as claimed can be practiced by another materially different apparatus, such as an 
apparatus without a mirror supported by a frame, a cam mechanism including a mirror cam 
connected to the second mirror section, a frame cam connected to the frame, a linear drive 
mechanism supported by the frame and connected to the frame, an arm including an inner arm 
end having a threaded surface, an adjustment mechanism supported by the frame or an arm 
connected to the adjustment mechanism. 

4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated below is proper. 



Application/Control Number: 10/672,322 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2872 

The search required for invention I would further require a search in class 248, subclass 
478 and 486 which would not be required for inventions II and III; and the search required for 
invention III would further require a search in class 359, subclass 900 which would not be 
required for inventions I and II. 

5. During a telephone conversation with Mr. David Smith on January 28, 2005 a provisional 
election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of group I, claims 1-14. Affirmation 
of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 15 and 16 are 
withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1 . 142(b), as being drawn to a 
non-elected invention. 

6. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(i). 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

8. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Brandt ('781). 
Brandt discloses a rear view mirror assembly comprising a frame (10), a mirror (18, 20) 

supported by the frame and having a first mirror section (18) and a second mirror section (20) 
movably coupled to the first mirror section, the second mirror section having an inner mirror 
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portion adjacent the first mirror section and an outer mirror portion opposite the inner mirror 
portion; a cam mechanism (24) supporting the outer mirror portion and including a mirror cam 
[the free (threaded) end of pin 26)] connected to the second mirror section and defining a first 
cam surface, and a frame cam [the free (threaded) end of pin 26)] connected to the frame and 
defining a second cam surface, a linear drive mechanism (30) supported by the frame and 
connected to the cam mechanism to move the first cam surface relative to the second cam 
surface, a joint (22) movably coupling the second mirror section to the first mirror section for 
movement relative to the first mirror section, the joint supporting the inner mirror portion and 
a biasing member (32) connected to the second mirror section and biasing the first cam surface 
toward the second cam surface, wherein the linear drive mechanism includes a screw drive that 
rotates about a rotational axis and wherein the second mirror section pivots relative to the first 
mirror section in response to translational movement of the linear drive mechanism. Note Fig. 2 
along with the associated description thereof 

9. Claims 6-14 are allowed. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ricky D. Shafer whose telephone number is (571) 272-2320. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
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the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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